[image: image1..pict]
Stone: old and new uses for trentino stone

Design research and experimentation continue: to discover the contemporary quality, power and beauty of this extraordinary natural resource that has been used in Trentino for thousands of years
Trentino is a land of mountains and rocky landscapes. In Trentino stone speaks the ancient language of tradition: the difficult and centuries-old work of extraction, the skill and imagination of sculptors, stonemasons and lapicides. History has left indelible vestiges of this. There is however, a more recent history that speaks of modernity, and that looks to contemporary architecture and design. It is a story that involves great twentieth-century architects from Italy and the prominent figures in this current project.

The program, "Stone: old and new uses for Trentino stone" began in 2003 and tells the story: it is a project that gathers together the ideas of artists, designers and theorists in a dialogue with institutes, schools, design journals, and European museums. It is a project that is stimulating producers themselves to discover new potential in “Trentino stone”.

Pierluigi Cerri, the internationally well-known architect and graphic designer, has created a logo - “pietra” (stone) - which is the new symbol of Trentino stone and will represent all promotional and cultural initiatives connected with the project.

The program, promoted by the Province Government of Trento, the Trento Chamber of Commerce, Industry, Artisan Production and Agriculture and by Trentino Spa – Territory Marketing Company, began with a year’s program of events involving design research, debate and important exhibitions. 
And now in 2004, "Stone: old and new uses for Trentino stone" will extend the range of its design research and experimental initiatives.

The exhibition “Urban Stone Design – old and new uses for Trentino stone” is the first fundamental stage in the project. The best project and their prototypes in Trentino stone from the design universities in the Cumulus circuit, which launched an international competition, will be exhibited during the Salone del Mobile (14 - 19 April) at the Piero Portaluppi Foundation in via Morozzo della Rocca, 5. The Foundation recognised the high design culture in the “Pietra” project.
The international public attending “Milan design week” will also be able to admire, for the first time in Milan, the four fountains in Trentino stone each designed by Mario Botta, Pierluigi Cerri, Alessandro Guerriero and Ettore Sottsass jr. They will be installed opposite the façade of the prestigious Foundation building.

The exhibition, enriched by research and experimental work in facing – “Decor-azionismo”, co-ordinated by Alessandro Guerriero in collaboration with students from the IED in Milan – will take place in all the main international fair events and then again in Trentino in a museum-cultural institution.

The master craftsman Arnaldo Pomodoro has become a part of the “Pietra” project, and this will lead to the creation of a fifth work that will join the extraordinary collection of fountains in Trentino stone designed in 2003 by Sottsass, Guerriero, Botta and Cerri. The work, when completed, will be exhibited temporarily at the Arnaldo Pomodoro Foundation in Milan (currently being set up).

A “show” in quarry is the event-show planned for August and will look at the relationship between “protagonists of stone and the territory”.

The publication of a manual/catalogue of Trentino stone examining stone typology, samples, use in the building and industrial sectors, and treatment processes, will be a necessary stage in order to provide a text that is up-to-date both technically and practically.

Events are planned with Companies and for Companies, with specialists in the field of industrial processes, services and technological innovation development; these events are important in order to improve and advance, from a technical and productive viewpoint, work the stone sector.

The natural conclusion to the project will be the announcement of a competition for assignment to companies of the preliminary projects that have been created over the two years of institutional activity of the “Pietra” project. This will lead to the creation of products and a market and in this way culture becomes economy.

The calendar for the project “Stone: old and new uses for Trentino stone” covers a period of two years and began in 2003, it is rich in events, experiments in the fields of architecture and design, debates and expositions entirely devoted to innovative research, valorisation and promotion of Trentino stone and its native area.

“Stone - old and new uses for Trentino stone” is promoted by Provincia Autonoma di Trento, the Chamber of Commerce I.A.A. Trento and Trentino S.p.A. – the Territorial Marketing society of Trentino – in collaboration with the Associazione Artigiani e Piccole Imprese della Provincia di Trento, the Associazione Industriali della Provincia di Trento, the Federazione Trentina delle Cooperative, the C.E.T.-Consorzio Estrattivo Trentino and l’E.S.Po.-Ente Sviluppo Porfido.
 

For further information:

Chamber of Commerce I.A.A. Trento, Area Promozione e Sviluppo, via del Suffragio, 3 - 38100 Trento. Tel: 0461-887101; fax: 0461-239853; e-mail: promozione@tn.camcom.it
 

Information reserved for the Press:

Dragonetti e Associati – Press Office and Public relations “Pietra: antichi e nuovi percorsi della pietra trentina”.

Tel 02/48022325; fax: 02/48022328; e-mail: dragonetti.rpdragonetti@virgilio.it

 

ALL THE HIGH RESOLUTION IMAGES AND TEXTS CAN BE DOWNLOADED FROM THE SITE: 

www.trentinopietra.it
