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2004 international events 

Stone: old and new uses for trentino stone
 cumulus international competition – contaminations of trentino stone 

"The great globalisation phenomenon we are experiencing recently, the first being the creation of a single Europe, demands that we look beyond our cultural borders.

Trentino stone, like any other material, is before a global market that it can conquer only if it is able to interpret the tastes and expectations of consumers who differ in terms of traditions and customs.

As has been the case with students from the IED (European Design Institute) in Milan and with the work of the great master artisans, we feel that the best form of publicity for stone is the creation of innovative one-off pieces that are an example of the quality of the material and its expressive potential.

But there is a further reason for looking beyond our borders which is just as important.

As with the greater part of human activity, design is also becoming global.

In order to come into contact with quality designers, today it is important to avoid  setting up geographical limits and to learn to collaborate with designers speaking different langauges.

“Contamination” is a word that is becoming more and more a part of the vocabulary of those who wish to compete on the global market. We believe that successful projects spring from an ability to put diverse cultures in contact with one another and that from the coming together of diversity, which can sometimes create conflict, the richest creativity is born. This creativity is manifested above all in projects speaking an international language.

To achieve the second phase of the project, “STONE: old and new uses for Trentino stone”, which has an international program, the Trento Chamber of Commerce turned to Cumulus, the European Association of Design Universities. Students and professors from five Universities participating in the Cumulus network have interpreted the ancient theme of stone by researching contemporary feelings, drives and potential. Among the fifty projects presented a winner and nine noteworthy projects were selected by a panel of experts in architecture and design and a group of Trentino companies. The Trentino companies will create the prototypes of the winning projects which will be exhibited at the Portaluppi Foundation during the 2004 Salone del Mobile as part of the “Fuori Salone”program. 

Speaking with students and then seeing the work I realised how real is the difference between north and south and east and west in the understanding and use of this material. The projects are similar in terms of their search for that contemporary quality, the imagined setting, new uses and the technology. But the feeling, the emotion, is different. The same idea (some are conceptually very similar) can have great subtle variations, making a project from Finland different from a Spanish one.

This is all in the abstract, and cliches abound. The “PIETRA” project is an opportunity to prove, in terms of something real, the value and importance of diversity, in order either to decrease it or preserve it, and also to verify how far or close we really are as cultures. I feel these pieces are evidence of a closeness in imagining the future and technology and of a great (and precious) distance in the interpretation of that future.”

* Michele Capuani is a member of the executive committee of the Cumulus Association and Professor of Industrial Design at the Milan Polytechnic. Capuani is the coordinator of the Cumulus competition and development of the prototype.

Participating institutions:

UIAH-Helsinki (Finland), Professor Saara Renvall 

University of Tallin (Estonia), Professor Juri Soolep

University of Ljubljana (Slovenia), Professor Sasa Maetchig

Nantes Atlantic School of Design (France), Professor Olivier Pigasse

European Institute of Design Madrid (Spain), Professor Victoria de Pereda

The calendar for the project “Stone: old and new uses for Trentino stone” covers a period of two years and began in 2003, it is rich in events, experiments in the fields of architecture and design, debates and expositions entirely devoted to innovative research, valorisation and promotion of Trentino stone and its native area.

“Stone - old and new uses for Trentino stone” is promoted by Provincia Autonoma di Trento, the Chamber of Commerce I.A.A. Trento and Trentino S.p.A. – the Territorial Marketing society of Trentino – in collaboration with the Associazione Artigiani e Piccole Imprese della Provincia di Trento, the Associazione Industriali della Provincia di Trento, the Federazione Trentina delle Cooperative, the C.E.T.-Consorzio Estrattivo Trentino and l’E.S.Po.-Ente Sviluppo Porfido.

 

For further information:

Chamber of Commerce I.A.A. Trento, Area Promozione e Sviluppo, via del Suffragio, 3 - 38100 Trento. Tel: 0461-887101; fax: 0461-239853; e-mail: promozione@tn.camcom.it
 

Information reserved for the Press:

Dragonetti e Associati – Press Office and Public relations “Pietra: antichi e nuovi percorsi della pietra trentina”.

Tel: 02/48022325; fax: 02/48022328; e-mail: dragonetti.rpdragonetti@virgilio.it

 

ALL THE HIGH RESOLUTION IMAGES AND TEXTS CAN BE DOWNLOADED FROM THE SITE: 

www.trentinopietra.it
